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ABSTRACT

Taekwondo History from the Perspective of “ Tradition”
Cha, Myong-Hwan(Yong-in Univ.)

This study aimed to examine the trend of changes in Korean Taekwondo
history through its formation process, discuss the meaning of “tradition” , which
functioned as the core concept in the Taekwondo history study, and expand the
epistemological extension. The following results were obtained from this study.
First, the value of traditionalism shall be respected in terms of responding to
social and cultural demands to promote national pride and playing an important
role for establishing the theoretical foundation of Taekwondo history in the initial
stage while forming Taekwondo history. It will be possible to understand the
paradigm of understanding history at that time through this. Second, the
emergence of revisionism was not just a simple differentiation in Taekwondo
history, but an opportunity for introspecting about the existing theoretical system.
Taekwondo history was enriched and stabilized by viewing Taekwondo from a
new perspective owing to the emergence of a different worldview, armed with
objectivity and rationality, different from traditionalism. Third, a long history, not
disconnected from the origin, is not the only required condition of “tradition” .
If it is understood that “succession” and “disconnection” are the processes
of establishing tradition, it shall be acknowledged that Taekwondo is already a
tradition, which has been recreated with Korean traits and characteristics.

Keywords: Taekwondo history, tradition, epistemology
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