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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Ancient Literature Materials of Chinese Martial Arts

Noh, Tong-Ho(Nambu Univ.)

The objective of this study is to reveal the characteristics and development
process of literature materials of Chinese martial arts, by organizing the ancient
literature materials of Chinese martial arts in each time, making a list, and then
understanding the correlation with the literature contents. The results of this study
are as follows. The writing of a martial arts book in ancient China is closely related
to changes in the martial arts system of military camp and social ethos of martialism
and contempt of martial arts. In the Han Dynasty when the martial ethos was strong
and the infantry martial arts were regarded as important, many martial arts books
were written and classified into books on military strategies. Because of the ethos
of ‘respect for literature and contempt of military” and change in the military
camp system focusing on cavalry martial arts after the Han Dynasty till the middle
of Ming Dynasty, only two martial arts books were discovered in this period. Due to
the battle with Japanese raiders in the middle of Ming Dynasty, the importance of
infantry martial arts was highlighted again in the military camp. The military
strategists compiled some books of military strategies by intensively discovering the
folk martial arts in the southeast coastal area of China. After that, the status of
QuanPu(%3) included in the books of military strategies was elevated, which had
huge effects on the writing of martial arts books afterwards through the process of
transcription and quotation. The books <ShaoLinGunFaChanZong(4> #i:#15%)> and
<YiJinJing(%##%)> that were compiled during this time, were used as the major basis
for writing other martial arts books as they were regarded as a bible of Shaolin
martial arts by the later martial artists. The combination of those two books became
a chance to converge the martial arts and QiGong technique, and also had influences
on the formation and development of NeiJiaQuan(N&%).
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