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ABSTRACT

Taekwondo Issues and Proposals for Remaining as a Cultural Heritage of
Humanity

Kim, Hun-il(Cheong-Ju Univ.)

This study is to examine the current issues and proposal of Taekwondo to remain
as a cultural heritage of humanity. Taekwondo has the unique cultural identity and
tradition of the Korean people. And also, Taekwondo has a commercial value as a
global popular sport enough to stand in an international mega sports event.
Taekwondo can be considered as the optimal content that matches the national
resources pursued by the 'Creative Economy’ that is a new major economic
paradigm. The 'Korean Wave’ , which has grown along with Korea's international
status, is the important driving force for Korea’s growth, and Taekwondo is the Ist
generation of the 'Korean Wave’ . For the continuous development of Taekwondo,
the effort of each local government, as well as the both in Republic of Korea and
Democratic People’s Republic of Korea are continuing. And recently, they try process
of being listed as a UNESCO intangible cultural heritage. But, it is need to set a
successful direction must be established from both micro and macro perspective,
where or not it was successfully registered as a UNESCO intangible cultural heritage,
in order to survive and sustainable development of Taekwondo. For this, as a micro
priority tasks, as the key issues identified in the UNESCO World Heritage Listing
requirements, it joint cooperation should be based on the 'Mutual Respect” between
the WT and ITF, the major Taekwondo organization is absolutely required, in
addition, win-win cooperation with carious Taekwondo organizations other than these
two organizations must be accompanied. On the other hand, as a macro strategic
tasks, it must not be a culture that is in danger of extinction, which is the meaning
of UNESCO World Heritage listing. In other words, it continuous to must be grow as
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a global popular sport and spread to countries around the world. Furthermore,
ultimately, it is necessary to make it the next task for Taekwondo to rise to a level

where it can be recreated as a new cultural value by convergence with the region
in each culture, nation, and country.

Key words: Taekwondo, K-Culture, Intangible Culture heritage, Cultural industry
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